Joel Guzmán is an accordionist, composer, and Grammy Award–winning producer whose innovative musicianship bridges cultures and generations. Raised in Washington State, Guzmán began performing at an early age in his father’s conjunto band, traveling extensively throughout California, Arizona, Oregon, Idaho, Texas, and beyond. A self‑taught musician gifted with an intuitive ear, he first played drums before discovering his lifelong voice in the diatonic accordion at the age of five.
Immersed in the rich tapestry of traditional Mexican music, Guzmán absorbed the rhythms and phrasing of his father’s extensive music collection—studying the accordion styles of Panama, Poland, Germany, France, Italy, Colombia, and Mexico. As he matured, his sound evolved through the influences of artists such as Stevie Wonder, Esteban Jordán, Paulino Bernal, Santana, Sonora Santanera, and Tower of Power, shaping a uniquely versatile voice that blends Latin jazz, Conjunto, and R&B traditions.
Over the years, Guzmán has performed alongside legendary artists including Paul Simon, Tom Jones, and the late Joe Ely, touring throughout the United States and Europe. His long‑time collaboration with performer Sarah Fox has led to multiple Grammy Awards for albums such as Los Super Seven (1998) and Polkas, Gritos y Acordeones (2005), as well as recording contributions to the Academy Award–winning film Crazy Heart. Through his compositions and performances, Joel Guzmán continues to expand the expressive possibilities of the accordion and reaffirm its place as a dynamic, soulful instrument in contemporary music. Joel Guzman joined the faculty at Texas State University of Music in the fall of 2025 as a lecturer. Guzman directs the TXST Conjunto and teaches diatonic accordion.  



